INVESTING IN THE FUTURE 

The years fly by. I’ve been here for over 14 of them now. And during that time, not everyone has always  been comfortable with the pace or style of change. I’m sorry that sometimes I haven’t been as sensitive or careful as some would have liked. But I hope that those of you with me on this journey believe me when I say I really love what this community of Xn faith has come to represent for so many hundreds of people. 

We’ve not always got it right . And when we’ve done the right thing ,we haven’t always done it  in the right way. But under God, this place has been transformed into a multi purpose building which is in constant use. And what’s far more important , people are becoming devoted followers of Christ .

We have a great Staff help, a strong leadership culture of both Elders and Deacons and a supportive volunteer force. So to those who serve the coffee, put out the chairs, teach our children, visit the elderly, run a committee, fold the Headlines sheet on a Friday. Or serve in any one of a hundred different ways. Thank you. Great job. Keep on doing it !
Together we have a commitment to local and global mission which is both large and strategic.  So each year as we sign on to the challenge of investing in the gospel, our faith is stretched. And what I’d like to say from the heart, is that I want to spend the rest of the days the Lord Jesus gives me with you, investing in what really matters. 
I don’t want us to settle down and drift into maintenance mode. There are thousands in Cardiff alone who’ve never properly heard the gospel or seen it lived out. There are vast tracts of Wales where Churches have surrendered to a spirit of defeatism, cultural irrelevance or narrow-mindedness. I believe that Highfields has a unique contribution to make to the advance of the kingdom of God in Wales and the world. And I want to be a part of that.
Christian faith carries a strong sense of making an investment in something that is really worthwhile. Jesus has a simple equation where  x = my heart and y= my treasure. 
Therefore  x + y = my investment. And there are only two places to invest according to Jesus – earth or heaven. And for the Christian his treasure is or should be in heaven, the kingdom of God, the gospel.
Presumably we’re  committed to Highfields because we believe in what Highfields does which is the gospel of Christ, the Kingdom of God. By the way so does every genuine Church. So what’s distinctive about Highfields ? Well, the special features of our location, size and profile determine the shape of our strategic priorities.
The fact is we can’t do everything – that would be impossible and unhealthy. Different churches invest in different aspects of the kingdom. 
But let me comment on what for some of us can be a problem – we’re too big and there’s too much going on !  But it’s precisely our size which enables to do so much more than a typical local church. It’s because we are a relatively large church that we can help so many different Christian ministries and churches in Cardiff, Wales and the World. 
It’s because we’re big that we can employ specialist staff, who are able to seize the many opportunities to reach for example local schools , take assemblies start lunch or after school clubs. That’s strategic.
The number of gifted and committed people we have, allows us to build creative bridges into the community through programmes like our Pre school ministry.  That’s strategic.
Some people find it difficult that we are not a church more local to them. But we are what we are - a Church in a capital city . So we ‘re bound to attract people from a wide ethnic and geographic spectrum.  It’s called being strategic.
The challenge though is still to invest in relationships not just to grow in size and influence. So that people can meaningfully  link with us and experience the benefits of one of our many different kinds of small group. 
And of course we do have a local community to serve. The most obvious and biggest element of that is the student population. Gospel investment in the doctors, nurses, lawyers, teachers, accountants and church leaders of the future is absolutely vital. 
Training is another one of our passionate priorities. So through Network we have trained and sent several generations of  workers into Wales and the world. And our desire is to partner with more Churches in the Gospel, to invest in their future as we have done with Emmaus, Minster and Thornhill.

For what drives us, is a commitment both to the great commandment ( love one another ) and the great commission ( go into all the world )  We want to see the good news of Jesus taken to the ends of the earth. We want to respond to the open doors that still exist in our culture before they close. 
As a young man, I had a very definite call to preach the gospel in Wales. I was converted to Christ through a Church in Newport . My formative Christian development was here in Wales. 

But strangely perhaps, I was exiled to England for 11 years (!). And then Highfields came looking for me ! I was so glad you did and I still am. For I want to serve the gospel in Wales strategically. Yes this is a day of small things and times are tough. But remember the motto  “ not by might nor by power but by my Spirit says the Lord “  
We have a wonderful opportunity to prove the truth of that this year as we invest in the future. But that requires people to commit to it with prayer, finances and the practical engagement of service. For where your treasure is there you heart will be also .
1

